John Chapter 7
Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles

Jesus’ Brothers Disbelieve

Jesus Teaches in the Temple

1 After these things Jesus walked in Galilee; for He did not want to walk in Judea, because the Jews
sought to kill Him. 2 Now the Jews’ Feast of Tabernacles was at hand. 3 His brothers therefore said to
Him, “Depart from here and go into Judea, that Your disciples also may see the works that You are doing.
4 For no one does anything in secret while he himself seeks to be known openly. If You do these things,
show Yourself to the world.” 5 For even His brothers did not believe in Him.

Matthews account of when Jesus was rejected at Nazareth--55 Is this not the carpenter’s son? Is
not His mother called Mary? And His brothers James, Joses, Simon, and Judas? 56 And His
sisters, are they not all with us? Where then did this Man get all these things?” 57 So they were
offended at Him. (Matthew 13:55-57)

6 Then Jesus said to them, “My time has not yet come, but your time is always ready. 7 The world
cannot hate you, but it hates Me because | testify of it that its works are evil. 8 You go up to this feast.
I am not yet going up to this feast, for My time has not yet fully come.” 9 When He had said these things
to them, He remained in Galilee.

The Heavenly Scholar

10 But when His brothers had gone up, then He also went up to the feast, not openly, but as it were
in secret. 11 Then the Jews sought Him at the feast, and said, “Where is He?” 12 And there was much
complaining among the people concerning Him. Some said, “He is good”; others said, “No, on the
contrary, He deceives the people.” 13 However, no one spoke openly of Him for fear of the Jews.

14 Now about the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple and taught. 15 And the Jews
marveled, saying, “How does this Man know letters, having never studied?”

16 Jesus answered them and said, “My doctrine is not Mine, but His who sent Me. 17 If anyone wills
to do His will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it is from God or whether | speak on My
own authority. 18 He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who seeks the glory of the One
who sent Him is true, and no unrighteousness is in Him. 19 Did not Moses give you the law, yet none of
you keeps the law? Why do you seek to kill Me?”

20 The people answered and said, “You have a demon. Who is seeking to kill You?”

21 Jesus answered and said to them, “I did one work, and you all marvel. 22 Moses therefore gave
you circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but from the fathers), and you circumcise a man on the
Sabbath. 23 If a man receives circumcision on the Sabbath, so that the law of Moses should not be broken,
are you angry with Me because | made a man completely well on the Sabbath? 24 Do not judge according
to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment.”

Could This Be the Christ?

25 Now some of them from Jerusalem said, “Is this not He whom they seek to kill? 26 But look! He
speaks boldly, and they say nothing to Him. Do the rulers know indeed that this is truly the Christ?
27 However, we know where this Man is from; but when the Christ comes, no one knows where He is
from.”

28 Then Jesus cried out, as He taught in the temple, saying, “You both know Me, and you know
where | am from; and | have not come of Myself, but He who sent Me is true, whom you do not know.
29 But | know Him, for | am from Him, and He sent Me.”

30 Therefore they sought to take Him; but no one laid a hand on Him, because His hour had not vet
come. 31 And many of the people believed in Him, and said, “When the Christ comes, will He do more
signs than these which this Man has done?”
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Feast of Tabernacles—

e Ex.23:14-17 / Lev. 23:33-43 / Num. 29:12-39 / Deut. 31:10-13
e 7™M of the 7 Feasts of the LORD—15™ of Tishri, the 7" month on the
religious calendar
e Known by a couple names—
o Sukkot—tabernacles
o Feast of Ingathering (Exodus 23:16; 34:22)
e Most joyful & festive of the 7 Feasts
o Lasted for 7 days, & the next day (8™) was also considered a Sabbath
e The last of 3 feasts that each Jewish male was required to celebrate in
Jerusalem (Unleavened Bread, Weeks (Pentecost), Tabernacles)
e Daily sacrifice
o 1goat, 14 lambs, 2 rams, 13 & declining bullocks, besides drink
offerings
e Solomon dedicated the 15" Temple during feast of Tabernacles
o Shekinah glory of the LORD filled the Temple
e Main prayer during Sukkot was for rain for the following year's crops
e Two major activities each day

o Libation of water—Priest brought water from Pool of Siloam thru the

Water Gate each morning
o Light ceremony each evening, starting the 2" night
e Last day of the Feast was a special & important day
o Vs. 37-39—this was the day Christ said that those who came to Him
and drank—out of his heart would flow rivers of Living Water—
speaking of the Holy Spirit, meaning the person would be saved

e The day after the Feast, the 8™ day, which was also considered a sacred
Sabbath, was the basis for what we will see in John chapters 8 & 9 where
Christ will make His 2" "I Am" statement of being the Light of the World
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Jesus and the Religious Leaders

32 The Pharisees heard the crowd murmuring these things concerning Him, and the Pharisees and
the chief priests sent officers to take Him. 33 Then Jesus said to them,“l shall be with you a little while
longer, and then | go to Him who sent Me. 34 You will seek Me and not find Me, and where | am you cannot
come.”

35 Then the Jews said among themselves, “Where does He intend to go that we shall not find Him?
Does He intend to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks and teach the Greeks? 36 What is this thing
that He said, ‘You will seek Me and not find Me, and where | am you cannot come’?”

The Promise of the Holy Spirit

37 Qn_the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone thirsts,
let him come to Me and drink. 38 He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will
flow rivers of living water.” 39 But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him,
would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

Who Is He?

40 Therefore many from the crowd, when they heard this saying, said, “Truly this is the Prophet.”
41 Others said, “This is the Christ.” '

But some said, “Will the Christ come out of Galilee? 42 Has not the Scripture said that the Christ
comes from the seed of David and from the town of Bethlehem, where David was?” 43 So there was a
division among the people because of Him, 44 Now some of them wanted to take Him, but no one laid
hands on Him.

Rejected by the Authorities

45 Then the officers came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why have you not
brought Him?”

46 The officers answered, “No man ever spoke like this Man!”

47 Then the Pharisees answered them, “Are you also deceived? 48 Have any of the rulers or the
Pharisees believed in Him? 49 But this crowd that does not know the law is accursed.”

50 Nicodemus (he who came to Jesus by night, being one of them) said to them, 51 “Does our law
judge a man before it hears him and knows what he is doing?”

52 They answered and said to him, “Are you also from Galilee? Search and look, for no prophet has

arisen out of Galilee.” {::onah ¢ Nahum came from Gxlilee)
53 And everyone went to his own house.
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